MODEL RESOLUTION (ALASKA TRIBES)
WATERSHED PLAN FOR THE YUKON RIVER

Section 1	Purpose
Section 2	Authority
Section 3	Watershed Plan
Section 4	Cooperative Agreements

Section 1	Purpose 
WHEREAS the purpose of this Resolution is to endorse a Watershed Plan, including water quality objectives and standards for the waters of the Yukon River and associated procedures to protect the health, safety, and well being of the people of [Tribe].  The land, water and air where the people of the [Tribe] live are sacred, and we are committed to their protection and preservation for this and future generations.  The water quality objectives and standards are intended to improve and protect the chemical, physical, biological and cultural integrity of the surface waters of the Yukon River and its tributaries so as to promote the health, safety, welfare and well-being of the people of the Yukon basin and to provide the conditions for healthy, productive, and abundant populations of fish, wildlife and plants dependent on the river.  
Section 2	Authority 
WHEREAS  the [Tribe] adopts this Resolution under its inherent sovereignty and under the governmental authority recognized by the U.S. government and the State of Alaska to protect the health and safety of [Tribe] and its members.  The Tribal Council exercises its authority to adopt this Resolution under the Constitution and Code of [Tribe] 
Section 3	Watershed Plan
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT it is the policy of the [Tribe] that the water quality in the waters of the Yukon River and its tributaries, and thus the waters of [Community], be monitored, protected, regulated and maintained at the highest possible standards for drinking water quality, for the use of people for all economic, cultural, spiritual and recreational purposes, and for the protection and health of the plants, fish and wildlife that the people of [Tribe] depend on to live.  In August 2013, the Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council, a collective tribal organization of which [Tribe] is a member, approved a Watershed Plan for the Yukon River as a whole, including a set of water quality objectives and standards for the waters of the Yukon River and its tributaries.  The Watershed Council’s Watershed Plan is attached to this Resolution.  By this Resolution, the [Tribe] approves, endorses and calls for the implementation of the Watershed Plan and these water quality objectives standards, with the intent that they be applied and enforced to protect the quality of the waters of the Yukon River.

Section 4	Cooperative Agreements
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT to help implement the Watershed Plan endorsed by this Resolution, the [Tribe] may enter into cooperative agreements, by itself or in combination with other Tribes and First Nations of the Yukon, with any agency of the United States, department or subdivision of the State of Alaska, other indigenous nations in the Yukon River basin, tribal organizations such as the Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council, Alaska Native corporations and organizations, or other non-governmental organizations to protect and improve the quality of the waters consistent with these standards to promote the health, safety and welfare of the people of [Tribe].  The [Tribe] authorizes the Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council to act as an agency on its behalf in discussing implementation of the Watershed Plan with the representatives of other governments. 
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